
Pollination is a very important part of 

the life cycle of plants. Plants cannot 

produce seeds unless they are  

pollinated! 

Pollination is the transfer of pollen from 

the male part of the flower (stamen) to 

the female part of the flower (pistil). 

After pollen is transferred, fertilization 

takes place and a seed is formed. Seeds 

grow into new flowering plants!  

Pollinators visit flowers searching for 

nectar for food. While feeding, the  

pollinator may deposit pollen from an-

other flower from a previous visit. This 

is how pollinators distribute pollen from 

flower to flower. Both the plant and the 

pollinator benefit from this relationship! 

Nearly 90% of all flowering plants and 

35% of the world’s food crops depend 

upon pollinators to reproduce! Imagine 

a world without pollinators. We  

wouldn’t have things like chocolate, 

pumpkins, apples and many other types 

of food!  

Who are the pollinators in Kankakee 

County? Flip to find out! 

Pollination 

Showing the public a better way to 
manage our natural resources.  
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Unfortunately, our pollinators are 

on the decline. How can you 

help? You can help by planting 

native, pollinator-friendly flow-

ers! Here are a few favorites:  

• Purple Coneflower

• Blackeyed Susan

• Common Milkweed

• Sunflowers

Ag in the Classroom Ag Mags 

http://www.agintheclassroom.org/

TeacherResources/AgMags.shtml  

Plant a “Pollinator Pocket”! 

https://web.extension.illinois.edu/cfiv/

pollinators/  

Resources 

Protect our Pollinators! 
National Pollinator Week: June 18-24
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Bees, wasps and ants are closely related and 

belong to the same order! Bees are the most 

important pollinator in the northeastern U.S.  

Bees, Wasps & Ants 
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Common Eastern 
Bumblebee 

Bombus impatiens 

Metallic Green 
Sweat Bee 

Halictidae family 

Western Honey 
Bee 

Apis mellifera 

Great Black Wasp 

Sphex pennsylvanicus 

Butterflies & Moths 

Butterflies and moths use a long, straw-like proboscis 

to feed on nectar. In the process, they walk through 

pollen and transport it to other flowers! 

Monarch Butterfly 
Danaus plexippus 

Host Plant: Milkweed 

Black Swallowtail 
Papilio polyxenes 

Host Plant: Parsley 
Family  

Common Buckeye 
Junonia coenia 

Host Plant: False 
Foxgloves, Toadflax 

White-lined 
Sphinx Moth 
Hyles lineata 

Bugs, Beetles & Flies 
Did you know that other bugs, beetles and flies are 

pollinators, too? Beetles crawl over flowers and spread 

pollen that attaches to their bodies. Some flies mimic 

bees and wasps to trick predators into thinking that 

they are dangerous!  

Syrphid Fly or 
“Hover Fly” 

Syrphidae family 

Goldenrod Soldier 
Beetle 

Chauliognathus  
pensylvanicus 


