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2019 was a year of positive change for 
the Kankakee County SWCD. Our 
team worked hard to lay a solid 
foundation for 2020. The District is 
heading into the new year with 
exciting projects, partnerships, and 
opportunities on the horizon!  
To recap our year, we’ve put together 
our 2019 Top 10 list. As you read 
through our District’s highlights, I 
hope you reflect on your own 
experiences. 2019 was a challenging 
year for many of us, but also provided 
the opportunity for growth and many 
victories.  
⑩  Ecosystem scavenger hunts and 
bug catching at Heldt Park Natural 
Playground in Grant Park are always 
highlights of our summer.  
⑨  In August, we held our board 
meeting at Van Drunen Farms in 
Momence, a leading producer of 
quality organic products. Our board 
and staff enjoyed a tour of their freeze-
dry and drum-dry facilities.  
⑧  In addition to promoting soil 
health practices, Dakota started a 
Farmer Friday project to highlight 
what our local producers are doing for 
us and for the environment. Give us a 
follow at Facebook.com/K3SWCD to 

keep up to date with our Kankakee 
County farmers! 
⑦  In March, we had the pleasure of 
partnering with Midland States Bank 
to teach 2nd and 3rd graders at Taft 
Elementary about native plants, 
pollinators, and savvy spending. We 
look forward to continuing this 
program in 2020! 
⑥  In May we awarded Conservation 
Kit equipment bundles to four 
teachers, and enjoyed training and 
classroom visits. See page 10 for 
information on our 2020 classroom 
equipment bundles. Thank you to 
Kankakee County teachers for 
investing in our future stewards! 
⑤  Although this year was tough for 
our farmers, Dakota was able to help 
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Wri en by Emilie Janes, Resource Conserva onist 

17 local producers establish cover crops on 
prevent plant fields through the IDOA Partners for 
Conservation cost-share program. Contact us if 
your interested in applying for funds to give cover 
crops a chance, seal an abandoned well, try strip-
tillage, and more. 
④  At an ISA event in August, our District 
educated 250+ international soybean buyers and 
representatives from over 55 countries about 
conservation practices and the importance of 
sustainably produced soybeans. Read more about 
this great event on page 6.  
③ Through a partnership with the AISWCD and 
Limestone Township Park District, we received a 
grant from the Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley 
Foundation to plant native trees, shrubs, and 
wildflowers at Hawkins Park in Limestone! Read 
more on page 13.  
②  Welcoming two new employees was the 
highlight of our year! Crystal and Dakota have 
brought new skills and perspectives to the District, 
allowing us to expand our educational and ag 
outreach.  
① We are excited to announce that the Kankakee 
County SWCD has been selected as a Cover 
Crop Champion for 2020! Through the National 

Wildlife Federation’s program, we will strive to 
spread the word about conservation practices 
through events, field days, and more.  
 
Thank you to all who have made this year a great 
one for the Kankakee County SWCD. We are 
looking forward to continued partnerships in 
2020, as we strive to promote the wise use of our 
natural resources this year! 

 

Emilie Janes, Resource Conservationist 
Emilie.Janes@il.nacdnet.net  

Our Top 10 of 2019, con nued from page 1  
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Wri en by Jeff O’Connor, District Chairman 
I find little value in sharing again the overall 
story of how farmers made it through this 
growing season.  That story has already been told 
several times over by every farmer, family 
member, association and advocacy group; me 
included.  I am amazed that on many farms, 
despite all the obstacles, near normal crop yields 
were possible. 
When laying out a cropping plan for each year, I 
tend to operate under the mantra of “Plan for 
average…. until it doesn’t happen”.  That 
approach has served me well for the 30+ years of 
farming that I’ve experienced here in Kankakee 
County.  What I didn’t plan on was the variety of 
ways to reach average.  In fact, if I were to write 

a book I would probably title it “Twenty Ways to 
an Average Crop: A Study of Midwest Farming.”  
One by-product of the spring was the flurry of 
activity at the SWCD office that carried over into 
the balance of the year.  Our District Annual Plan 
of Work had included an increase in programs 
and outreach to both our farming and urban 
communities.  The unforeseeable was that new 
state programs would be unveiled, resulting in 
opportunities for the District to assist local 
farmers with conservation funding and guidance. 
Hopefully, some of those whom the staff assisted 
will start to routinely turn to the District and 
NRCS to further conservation practices.   
Any ideas to increase land conservation and  

A Message From the Chairman 

A summer’s morning insect hunt at Heldt Park Natural  
Playground in Grant Park.  



A Message from the Chairman, con nued from page 2 

improve educational opportunities must also be 
accompanied by funding. There is no way around 
that fact. Historically, the model for District 
operational needs has been reliant on state 
funding. While that is still the case for a large 
share, more project-specific funding is being 
gathered through grant writing. The groundwork 
for diversifying incoming funds was laid out 
many years ago by Board and staff, but only 
recently have we had the resources to actively 
seek those funds.   
As a result of 
recent grant-
writing efforts, 
the SWCD has 
been awarded funding to further producer cover 
crop education in 2020. We also received a grant 
for a Limestone Park District educational and 
habitat development project on their Hawkins 
Park site from the Gaylord and Dorothy 
Donnelley Foundation. It is exciting to have 
these new opportunities to share with the 
community because of staff efforts. They are 
continually finding new grant opportunities and, 
in many cases, only need partners for plan 
development.  If you read that statement as a 
solicitation for new partnerships, you read it 
correctly. The idea of bringing money into the 

county for more local conservation programming 
is just one of many driving forces in the pursuit 
of grant funding.   
In my time serving on the District Board, 20+ 
years now, I have believed that an increase in 
farm-level conservation could be brought about 
from the ground up, meaning that if farmers were 
presented opportunities to lessen their impact on 
the land resource and maintain or improve 
profitability, they would. But that hasn’t 
happened. In the most recent 2018 Illinois Dept 
of Ag tillage survey, it was estimated that just 
over two-thirds of the county corn acres were 
still using a 2-pass conventional tillage system.  
Likewise, adoption of cover crops is very low, 
with Illinois lagging behind the other “I” states in 
cover crop adoption.  
What many have come to recognize, myself 
among them, is the onset of farm-level 
opportunities driven by consumer sentiment and 
corporate profitability. I often think of this as a 
“top down” approach to conservation. I believe 
corporate desire to meet sustainability goals and 
secure long-term investment will lead to new 
opportunities for increasing farm-level 
profitability through land stewardship. Markets 
using financial incentives for improved soil 
health are expected as early as 2022. Other 
possibilities, including payments for carbon 
sequestration, exist and together many start to 
roll the ball forward on increased field level 
conservation. 
Regardless, whatever opportunities or obstacles 
appear in 2020, the staff at the Kankakee SWCD 
will be available to assist you. We live in a great 
county with many underappreciated natural 
resources. Let’s all work together to have a 
greater understanding of, and appreciation for 
those natural resources. 
 

Jeff O’Connor, Board Chairman 
ocfarms@gmail.com  
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Jeff welcoming a group of international soybean 
buyers at the ISA Farm Tour held on his farm in 

August 2019. 

NRCS Annual Report 
 4 Written by Trenton Rader, District Conservationist 
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2019 was challenging for a handful of reasons and it’s no understatement to say that I’m glad to be moving 
on to 2020. There was a very noticeable increase in agricultural producers in Kankakee County inquiring 
about conservation practices and available programs through NRCS. This resulted in the largest amount of 
program applications in the 7 years that I have been the District Conservationist. The Conservation 
Stewardship Program (CSP) continues to be the most popular in Kankakee County and in 2019 there were 
12,300 acres of new land enrolled into 5-year contracts. 

Soil health is still a major focus of NRCS conservation effort. Many of the conservation practices that we 
promote through our programs deal directly with improving the overall condition of our soils. Managing 
your operation for soil health is one of the most effective ways to increase productivity while also 
improving the environment. There are four basic principles you can follow to improve soil sustainability 
and health: Increase plant diversity (additional crops in rotation), keep soil disturbance to a minimum 
(decrease tillage), keep plants growing throughout the year (cover crops), and keep soil covered as much as 
possible (residue/tillage management, cover crops, rotations). In addition to specific soil health 
improvements these types of conservation measures also provide additional environmental, economic, 
health, and societal benefits. Producers can save energy by using less fuel for tillage and maximizing 
nutrient cycling.  Healthy soils are more resistant to pests and disease problems are more tolerant of drought 
conditions.  NRCS can assist producers in a variety of ways concerning soil health; from technical 
assistance to financial support through the EQIP and CSP programs. For more information about integrating 
some of these practices into your farming operation, please contact Trenton Rader at (815) 937-8940 x 3.  

 
Trenton Rader, District Conservationist 

Trenton.Rader@usda.gov 



Wri en by Chad Miller, Farm Bureau Manager 

For anyone involved 
in the agriculture 
industry, you 
probably don’t want 
to relive 2019 again 
any time soon.  I 
heard one farmer 
describe the 2019 
growing season as 
the “rainy day that 
would never end.” 
With constant rain 

in the spring, there were unprecedented planting 
delays and an unusually high number of Kankakee 
County farm fields that remained unplanted.  
Farmers knew early on that with the crops having 
been planted so late, most crops would not reach 
maturity until much later than usual posing a risk 
from an early frost.  If the first hard frost came 
before the crop reached maturity, it would have 
killed the crops and yields would have been 
severely diminished.  Luckily, the month of 
September was warmer than usual and the frost 
waited until later in October when most crops had 
reached maturity. However, heavy precipitation 
came at harvest time which caused the challenges 
with the growing season to continue.  

The wet fall weather made it hard to 
harvest the crops and it prevented the grain from 
naturally drying while it stood in the field. As a 
result, crops were harvested at a high moisture 
content meaning that the grain needed to be dried 
before storage.  The high demand for propane to 
run the grain dryers caused a propane shortage in 
the Midwest adding another challenge along with 
concern for grain quality issues in the bin.  These 
challenges along with depressed grain prices added 
up to a season that farmers hope to soon forget.   

In looking for something positive about the 
2019 growing season, it did create an environment 
for a lot of learning.  Many farmers learned more 
than they cared to know about their crop insurance 
policies and calculating prevent plant options.  It 
was found that in some circumstances, the prevent 

plant option yielded higher returns than planting 
corn.  Another lesson that was made evident in 
2019 was that to an extent, everyone in the  
 
agriculture community is reliant on success at the 
farm level.   

Finding ways to cope with the inherent 
uncertainties in agriculture is not always easy.  
Farmers know that if stressed crops are not given 
proper attention, productivity can be diminished.  
Much the same way, if you do not give attention to 
your mental health, there will be consequences.  
Don’t wait for a crisis to happen before you start 
taking care of yourself.  Give yourself the same 
respect you give your crops to reach your 
maximum potential. With proper intervention, 
stress can be manageable, and we can continue to 
grow and thrive. 

As the 2020 growing season approaches, 
the Farm Bureau held a program to equip our 
farmers with as much information as possible.  We 
hosted an update on crop insurance and the Farm 
Bill along with a market outlook on February 6 at 
the Quality Inn. The Farm Bureau plans to hold 
many other useful and educational programs in 
2020, so watch for news on other upcoming events. 

Organized in 1912, the Kankakee County 
Farm Bureau has a rich heritage of working on 
behalf of agriculture and our farming community.  
Our County Farm Bureau is governed by 17 local 
farmers and we pride ourselves as being accessible 
and responsive to comments and suggestions from 
our membership.  We have a great deal of work 
ahead of us in 2020 in protecting our agriculture 
industry, private property rights, our rural 
communities, and our natural resources.  Please let 
us know if we can improve our service to you and 
your farm family. We appreciate your membership 
support.   

 
Chad Miller, Farm Bureau Manager 

kankfb@sbcglobal.net 

Kankakee County Farm Bureau Report 
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Wri en by Dakota Behrends 

Illinois Soybean Association Farm Tour 
 6 

On August 20th, Jeff O’Connor, Kankakee County SWCD District Chairman, was joined by many of 
our fantastic local farmers to host a tour at OC Farms as part of the Illinois Soybean Association’s U.S. 
Soy Global Exchange and Specialty Grains Conference. The conference brought together upwards of 
250 international soybean buyers and representatives from over 50 countries around the world. 
 

During the visit to OC Farms, local 
producers discussed various topics with the 
attendees at stations set up throughout the 
farm. Chad Hansen and Kyler Masching 
were located by the planter to discuss the 
planting process and machinery used. Bret 
Perreault and Kole Kammen discussed 
spraying, weed control, and pest control 
while showing off the self-propelled 
applicator in the field behind them. Alex 
Benoit and David Masching highlighted 
grain handling and storage with a grain bin 
open for visitors to view. The event was 
organized to give both local and 
international visitors a glimpse into soybean 
production, and highlight Illinois as a leader 
of reliable, high-quality, and sustainably 
produced soybeans. 
 

Inside the shop, SWCD employees Emilie Janes and Dakota Behrends discussed sustainably produced 
soybeans, conservation practices, and the role of SWCDs as local conservation professionals in 
counties across Illinois. One of the most discussed aspects of this stop was the slake test that 
demonstrated the stability of healthy vs unhealthy soil submerged in water. 
 

The Kankakee County SWCD is thankful for the opportunity to be an “agvocate” alongside our local 
farmers, and amazing ag advocacy groups like the Illinois Stewardship Alliance and Prairie Rivers 
Network! Despite the rain, the event at OC Farms was a success thanks to our local farmers and 
partners - and was a unique opportunity reminding us that the world shops here! 

Left to Right: David Masching, Kyler  Masching, Bret    
Perreault, Jeff O’Connor, Kole Kamman, Alex Benoit           

(not pictured Chad Hansen) 

Slake test comparing healthy soil 
(left) and unhealthy soil (right). 
How would your soil hold up 

when put to the test? 

Bret Perreault and an  
international soybean buyer in 
front of the application station. 

Kyler Masching discussing the 
planting operation. 
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Weather seems to always be the topic of choice for farmers and 2019 was no exception to this by 
any means. We heard about the extreme cold in the winter. We heard about the immense amount of rain 
in the spring. We heard about the lack of rain in the summer. And we heard about the rain in the fall with 
some farmers still struggling to finish harvest. Last year was a true test of farmers faith and practices. 
With over 56,000 acres registered as prevent plant in Kankakee County alone we all wondered if we 
were even going to have a crop to harvest. Low and behold we made it out alive and can live to tell the 
tale of the 2019 crop season.  

The year wasn’t all bad, however. Many farmers were able to try cover crops for the first time on 
these prevent plant fields.  Our office helped 17 producers establish cover crops on over 1,500 of their 
acres for the first time. This was the main focus of our ag outreach and cost share for 2019. Fiscal year 
2020 will allow our office to distribute more cost-share money to producers in the area through well 
decommissioning, cover crops, and strip till practices.  

Last year was the release of the pilot program Fall Cover for Spring Savings that will allow 
producers to receive a $5 per acre rebate on all acres planted with a fall cover crop not on prevent plant 
acres. The money was allocated in a very quick 5 days. However, like any newly released government 
program there were a few hiccups, but it does sound like the program will be offered again this fall with 
a higher acreage/money cap. 

Overall 2019 was a tough year, but we can take it and hope for a better 2020. The poor weather 
allowed for our office to become a little bit more well known to the farmers and also helped me become 
acquainted with many of the farmers in our county. We have said goodbye to 2019, and here’s to a 
prosperous 2020.  

Dakota Behrends, Ag Outreach 
Dakota.Behrends@il.nacdnet.net  

2019 Ag Recap 
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There is no question that the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) has been one of the most successful private 
lands programs over the last 35 years. Whether you’re a local producer, an absentee landowner, a recreational 
landowner, or hunter / fisherman, there is a good chance you’ve heard of CRP and hopefully had a chance to see 
the many benefits of the program. Soil health.  Water quality.  Wildlife.  Pollinators.  Revenue.  Economic 
development in rural communities.  Hunting heritage.  These are all reasons to consider enrolling acres into CRP. 
There are currently 8 million new and expiring acres open for enrollment. 
There are a few different options for the 2020 Signup.  CRP continuous practices such as filter strips, wet spots in 
fields, prairie strips, and pollinator habitat are now open.  The CRP General Signup is another option that targets 
highly erodible ground and big acres (areas that might not be eligible for continuous practices).  The General 
Signup ends on February 28th so it is vital to visit your local USDA office and / or Pheasants Forever biologist as 
soon as possible to enroll acres.  

Whether you’re a local farmer trying to maximize productivity, an 
absentee landowner trying to benefit wildlife, or an avid outdoorsman 
after a whitetail buck or ringneck pheasant, the CRP program will help 
you achieve your goals while providing a nice source of income. 
If you are interested in learning more about the program, please contact 
your local USDA office or one of our Pheasants Forever biologists. 
CRP MATTERS AND THE TIME IS NOW!  

Jason Bleich, Pheasants Forever Conservation Specialist 
jbleich@pheasantsforever.org 

Why CRP Matters 
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Wri en by Dakota Behrends 

72nd Annual Meeting Minutes 

Visit www.kankakeecountyswcd.org to view our online calendar and learn more about the following 
events! You can find tree, fish, and native plant sale order forms on our website as well. 

Feb 22 Community Habitat Symposium @ Joliet Junior College 
Mar 18-19 Farm Bureau’s Annual Kids Day at the Farm Event, 10am-2pm 
Mar 26  Drainage District Meeting at Quality Inn, Bradley RSVP on our website! 
Mar 27 Citizen Science for Backyard Naturalists, U of I Extension Office, 10am 
Mar 30 Grass carp permit deadline 
Apr 1  Native Plant Sale order deadline 
Apr 3  Spring Pond Stocking order deadline 
Apr 8  Tree & Shrub order deadline 

Pond Stocking order pick-up 7am @ office 
Tree & Shrub order pick-up 8am-4pm @ office 
Earth Day! 
Conservation Kit teacher equipment applications due 

Apr 17 
Apr 17  
Apr 22 
May 3 
June 6 Native Plant Sale pick-up 9am-1pm @ office 
Aug 28-29 Discover the hidden wildlife of Perry Farm at our Community BioBlitz event! 

Regular Board Meetings are held the second Monday of each month at the district office, and are 
open to the public. For updated information about Board Meeting times, please visit our website.  

2020 Calendar of Events 

2/11/2019 
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The seventy-second Annual Meeting of the Kankakee County Soil & Water Conservation 
District was held on Monday, February 11, 2019 at the Kankakee County Soil & Water Conservation 
District office in Bourbonnais with 7 people present.  

Chairman Jeff O’Connor opened the business portion of the Annual Meeting at 7:35 A.M. 
Board members and staff present: Directors Jeff O’Connor, Larry Kirchner, Alan Wissmiller, and David 
Peters, Associate Director Jim Frogge, Resource Conservationist Emilie Janes, and District Intern 
Crystal Sauder. 

The agenda was presented; a motion to approve the agenda as presented was made by Jeff 
O’Connor and seconded by Alan Wissmiller. Motion passed.  

Emilie Janes reported that the minutes of the 71st Annual Meeting were published in the Annual 
Report. A motion was made by Alan Wissmiller to approve the minutes as printed; it was seconded by 
Dave Peters. Motion passed.  

Emilie Janes reported that the financial statement was published in the Annual Report. A motion 
was made by Dave Peters to approve the report as printed; it was seconded by Larry Kirchner. Motion 
passed.  

Dave Peters reported for the nominating committee and presented the names of Jeff O’Connor 
of Otto Township, and Jim Frogge of Aroma Township in nomination of 2-year terms each. He then 
asked for nominations from the floor and when none were received, he moved to accept the nominated 
candidates as duly elected. It was seconded by Larry Kirchner. Motion passed.  

A motion was made by Alan Wissmiller and seconded by Jim Frogge to adjourn the meeting. 
Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 7:42 A.M. 

 J
an

u
ar

y 
20

20
 A

n
n

u
al

 W
in

te
r 

N
ew

sl
et

te
r 



 
Annual Financial Report FY2019 9 
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Wri en by Crystal Sauder  

The Kankakee County SWCD is offering a limited number of equipment grants to educators in the 
county. All educators that teach within Kankakee County are eligible to apply to receive one of the 
follow kits of their choice: 

Soil Health Kit, Water Quality & Bioindicators Kit, Native Plant Herbarium Kit,  
Insect Collection Kit, and Nature Journaling & Illustration Kit 

 

Educators teaching at public schools, private schools, or for homeschool co-ops are encouraged to 
apply. In addition to being awarded a Conservation Kit, the educator will receive hands-on training and 
a resources binder with guidelines, activities, and more. The District’s Educational Coordinator will 
work to create a conservation-related activity that utilizes the equipment and fits within the educator’s 
curriculum. 
 

For kit contents and application information, please give us a call or visit our website at: 
www.kankakeecountyswcd.org/conservation-kits 

A limited number of kits will be awarded! Applications are due on Friday, May 1, 2020.  

Equipment Grants for Kankakee County Teachers 

Herbarium Kit Insect Collection Kit 

 10 

 J
an

u
ar

y 
20

20
 A

n
n

u
al

 W
in

te
r 

N
ew

sl
et

te
r 



To go along with our native plant sale this year, we are offering five different Pollinator Pocket 
garden bundles to promote native landscaping and create resources for local pollinators! Pollinator 
Pockets are small native plant gardens designed to add color and attract birds, butterflies, and bees to 
your landscape. Our native plant bundles are great for first-timers or green thumbs! Included in each 
Pollinator Pocket are 3-4 different native plant species with bloom periods lasting from early spring 
through fall, and a guide with site preparation recommendations, planting and care instructions, and 
design inspiration. Each Pollinator Pocket garden contains 12 plants total for only $55! Below is an 
example of the ‘Pollinator Palooza’ Pollinator Pocket meant for average soil in full to partial sun.  

For additional information, and to explore all five Pollinator Pockets, visit our website at 
www.kankakeecountyswcd.org/pollinator-pockets.  

Bring the Birds, Butterflies, and Bees to Your Backyard! 

Become a Citizen Scientist through “I-Pollinate” 

New this year, the Kankakee County SWCD is participating in the I-Pollinate Program. I-Pollinate is 
a citizen science research initiative through the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. This 
project enlists citizen scientists from across the state to collect data on pollinators through three 
research projects: monarch egg and caterpillar abundance, pollinator visitation to ornamental flowers, 
and bee demographics. If you’re an Illinois resident interested in this program, all you need to do is 
plant an annual flower garden following the program guidelines, and register it online! Between June 
and September, participants will spend one week each month collecting flower, monarch, and 
pollinator visitation data, and then submit the data online or by mail.  
Kankakee County SWCD would like to thank Woldhuis Farms Sunrise Greenhouse in Grant Park, IL 
for donating the flowers for two research gardens. Heldt Park, run by Deb Morgan and the Grant Park 
Foundation, are the recipients of one of the gardens and will be utilizing 
it for the I-Pollinate Program throughout the summer.  
If you are interested in learning more about this program, contact 
Crystal at crystal.sauder@il.nacdnet.net or go to the I-Pollinate Program 
webpage at ipollinate.illinois.edu.   
 
Crystal Sauder, Educational Outreach 
Crystal.Sauder@il.nacdnet.net 

Wri en by Crystal Sauder 
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Wri en by Crystal Sauder  

I stopped by HW Farms of Grant Park and 
spoke with the Tony and Brian about their 
conservation efforts back in October. When I 
asked what programs and practices they 
participated in they both just gave me a 
“whew” because they have their hands in 
almost every practice and it’s hard to 
remember all of them. CSP, CRP, EQIP, 
contour buffer strips, pollinators, wetlands, 
cover crops, and minimal tillage to name a 
few. 
When I asked Tony how he got his start in 
the conservation practices of agriculture, he 
pointed to his uncle Brian who was already 
very involved with conservation in Indiana. Brian is on the SWCD board in Lake County Indiana. He 
participates in the same programs and practices on his side of the state line. Since the family farms 
together it only made sense to bring the conservation practices to Illinois too. 
This year, like many farmers, HW Farms had prevent plant acres and decided the best move was to 
plant cover crops. In their cover crop mix Tony wanted to add sunflowers despite it not being a 
traditional cover crop. His main goal by adding this was to grab people’s attention and help start the 

conversation about conservation. These 
sunflowers have added beauty and attention 
to the typical conservation practice. HW 
Farms already participates in cover crops and 
continue to add more to their operation each 
year and may even add more sunflowers in 
the coming years to keep the conversation 
going. 
Thank you so much for sharing your 
operation and all of your practices with me! 
Keep up all of your amazing conservation 
efforts! 
 

Dakota Behrends, Ag Outreach 
Dakota.Behrends@il.nacdnet.net  

Farmer Spotlight: HW Farms 
 12 

Wri en by Dakota Behrends 
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Grant Awarded for Hawkins Park Habitat 
Through a partnership with the Association of Illinois Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts (AISWCD) and the Limestone 
Township Park District, we have been awarded a $9,000 grant 
from the Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation! With this 
grant, we will be able to give Hawkins Park in Limestone 
Township a habitat makeover. The native prairie at the north end 
of the park will be expanded to include even more beautiful 
wildflowers like wild lupine, Illinois bundle flower, royal 
catchfly, and more! We plan to a establish a variety of native trees 
and shrubs around the perimeter of the walking path. Plants like 
redbud, American plum, and spicebush have been specifically 
selected to offer a wide range of bloom times for vital pollinator 
species, as well as resources (food and shelter) for local wildlife! 
We are excited to get Herscher High School and the community 
involved with growing and planting natives for this project. Through this great grant opportunity, we 
hope to create a beautiful and educational natural area for the community to enjoy. If you would like to 
be involved, contact Emilie.Janes@il.nacdnet.net or follow our progress at Facebook.com/K3SWCD!  
 

Soil Health Workshop 
Our first Soil Health workshop was held on December 17th at 
Kankakee Community College. The workshop was opened 
with donuts and drinks while Doug Hanson discussed the 
systematic approach of cover crops to accomplishing soil 
health goals.  The Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy and 
current actions were explained by Thad Eshleman from 
Iroquois County SWCD. A Kankakee County farmer, Clay 
Abbott, discussed the 4R4U nitrogen trials conducted on his 
family farm. Various cost-share programs were brought up for 
the 2020 fiscal year by Dakota Behrends of the Kankakee 
SWCD and Trenton Rader of NRCS. Behrends also explained 
the Fall Cover for Spring Savings Program that launched 
December 4th through the IDOA. The workshop had a great 
turnout and was an overall success. 
 

STEM Conference 
In October, Emilie Janes and Crystal Sauder traveled to 
Moraine Valley Community College to present at the annual 
Math and Science Conference for 5th grade girls! We were 
able to share our stories with the young scientists, and discuss 
many different career options in conservation, biology, and 
agriculture. During the sessions, Emilie and Crystal also 
taught a few new skills including microscopy, using field 
guides, and field sketching/scientific journaling. Our District 
is thankful for the opportunity to share our passions with the 
future stewards and introduce new career possibilities!   

 13 
2019 Highlights 

Pictured left to right: Trenton Rader, 
Doug Hanson, Dakota Behrends, Thad 

Eshleman, Clay Abbott 

Science Illustration at the STEM Conference 
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             Treasurer         Director                               Resource  
                       Conserva onist 
 

 

 

       
 
       Crystal Sauder        Dakota Behrends       Linda Se le 
        Conserva on             Conserva on    Administra ve 
           Assistant                Assistant         Coordinator 
 

 
Associate Directors: John Se le & Ed Brown 

Board of Directors & Staff 

Our Mission at the Kankakee County Soil and Water Conserva on District is to 
provide leadership and coordinate programs focusing technical, financial and  

educa onal assistance to help the landowner and the public protect, preserve and  
enhance our natural resources.  

www.kankakeecountyswcd.org  |  815‐937‐8940 ext. 3 
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